DOOR COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2022 November/December Newsletter
96 YEARS PRESERVING DOOR COUNTY HISTORY
The Door County Historical Society strives to collect, maintain and share the
history and heritage

President’s Message by Jay Zahn
It’s an understatement to say it has been an
interesting year! The Door County Historical Society
has undergone change. With the resignation of our
executive director and lighthouse manager, many
people in our organization had to step up.
Ann Sheridan and the Lighthouse Committee filled in
at the Eagle Bluff Lighthouse in September and
October. With only a limited number of paid
employees, they filled in 84 volunteer shifts and
hosted 36 trolley and 38 bus tours! Fantastic job!

Mark Stephenson and the Village Committee took
over operation of the Heritage Village. We had
several visits by school groups this fall and also took
care of a number of maintenance jobs. Thank you for
your efforts!
Best of all we found a new executive director.
Welcome Amy Frank. Amy formerly managed TAP
theater and came to Sturgeon Bay from Sun Prairie. If
you have attended one of our monthly programs you

have met her. We look forward to working with Amy
in moving the organization ahead.
In this issue you will see short bios of new and
returning board members seeking new two-year
terms. I hope you will attend our annual meeting on
November 28th at Prince of Peace Church. In the
upcoming weeks we will be setting up programming
for next year. If you have any ideas for 2023 please
give the office a call or contact a board member.
Finally, we lost a wonderful member of our board in
September—Patty Williamson. Patty took up writing
at 70 years old and wrote numerous articles for The
Pulse. She was a wonderful writer and had many
great ideas for programs. We will miss her and extend
our sympathy to Howard. She will be missed!
That’s all for now. I hope to see you at one of our
upcoming events!

Jay

Meet our new Executive Director, Amy Frank
I am delighted to be your new executive director! I’ve
received such a warm welcome from the members I’ve
met and I’m looking forward to connecting with all of
you. It is evident how much you all love Door County and
are committed to preserving its rich history. I’m thrilled
to join you in the pursuit!
I’ve now been on the job for exactly one month—and
what has impressed me the most about this
organization is the incredible volunteers. What an
extraordinary group! From serving the hundreds of
people who visit the Eagle Bluff Lighthouse, to
maintaining the eight historic buildings for people to
experience at Heritage Village, to planning and
organizing the monthly programs, and so much more!
The volunteers of DCHS are a dedicated, hard-working
Executive Director: Amy Frank
(920) 421-2332
office@doorcountyhistoricalsociety.org
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group! Not to mention, some of the kindest people I’ve
ever met. If you haven’t volunteered (or if it’s been
awhile), please consider joining us. There’s a variety of
work to be done and we would love to include you. Give
me a call at the office and we’ll find a place for you.
I hope to see many of you at our annual meeting on
November 28th at Prince of Peace Church. Also, please
remember the Door County Historical Society when
planning your year-end giving. Watch for a letter in the
mail.
Looking forward to a great 2023!

Amy
President: Jay Zahn
(920) 559-2666
jayzahn1957@gmail.com

Heritage Village Update (Mark Stephenson, Village Committee Chair)
Heritage Village enjoyed
another successful season
filled with visitors,
festivals, and school
groups!
Many thanks to all the
volunteers and staff who
made it all possible. It
takes a village to run the Village and particularly
toward the end of the season, these folks were
integral in keeping the Village open and operating.
Thank you, THANK YOU to everyone who gave their
time and talents.

The Village Committee will continue to meet
throughout the winter. With eight buildings to
oversee and maintain, there are many projects to
work on. If you have any suggestions for
improvements or are interested in helping at Heritage
Village, please contact Amy Frank at
office@doorcountyhistoricalsociety.org or 920-4212332. We look forward to making the Village the best
it can be and can’t wait to see you in 2023.

Mark

In October, Sevastopol’s third-grade class spent an afternoon at Heritage Village. They were taught lessons in the
one-room schoolhouse, learned how to shell corn, watched a blacksmith demonstration, shaved logs, and heard
tales of pioneer families. It was a great way to end the 2022 season at Heritage Village!

Programming Update (Julie Gebauer, Programming Committee Chair)
We hope you enjoy the 2022 Dinner Programs (don’t
miss Corey Geiger on Nov 28th!). The Program
Committee will meet soon to discuss the schedule of
programs in 2023.
If there is a topic (or two) you are interested in, want
to know more about, or if you know of an engaging
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speaker with a story to tell, please let us know! We
are always looking for suggestions and ideas of future
programs.

Julie

Eagle Bluff Lighthouse Update (Ann Sheridan, Lighthouse Committee Chair)
“Staff Shortage”...oh
aren’t we all tired of
seeing that printed on
signs, written in ads,
quoted by the remaining
staff to explain shortened
hours or unexpected
closures.
And this situation can happen anywhere, as we found
out at Eagle Bluff Light Station. In a period of three
weeks, we moved from being fully staffed to having
only one paid staff member remaining. Luckily for the
Historical Society, the Lighthouse Committee
remained fully committed to keeping the lighthouse
museum up and running for our public. We shortened
hours, trimmed days, volunteered to work multiple
slots and learned to handle the uncertainties of
power and WIFI connections in the park. Our one paid

staff member stayed on and took extra work hours
while keeping up with her online teaching job and
two veteran staff members returned to fill in the
gaps. How did we do in September and October?
One measure of our success is in the numbers—we
averaged 100 visitors a day, guided 36 trolley tours
and 38 bus tours. But the real cause for the smiles on
our faces is the comments from our visitors. “So well
done,” “Thank you for keeping the lighthouse open,”
“This is so nice,” “Very enjoyable,” “Such special
stories.”
We can continue to present the two lives of our
lighthouse: Federal lighthouse station and Duclon
family home because of the support of volunteers,
members and staff. Thank you one and all.

Ann

October 31, 2022. It was a beautiful day, as members of the Lighthouse Committee closed up the
Lighthouse and prepared it for winter. (l-r Ann Sheridan, Ed Miller, Chuck Baum, Amy Frank, Mary
Stephenson, Merv Somerhalder, Judi Lyons, Sandy Miller, Linda Faust.) Thank you!
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Door County Historical Society Board of Directors 2023
Pat Blizel (Inc.)

Steve Jorns (I)

Mark Stephenson

Bill Chaudoir (I)

Renee McAllistar

Mary Stephenson

Linda Faust (I)

Ann Schmitz (I)

Charlene Viste (I)

Julie Gebauer (I)

Ann Sheridan (I)

Jay Zahn (I)

Tom Groenfeldt

Justin Skiba (I)

Open seat

The directors listed below have graciously offered to serve an additional 2-year term on the Board of Directors.
Directors will be elected at the Society’s annual meeting on November 28, 2022.

DCHS Board of Directors Re-Election: Tom Groenfeldt
Tom Groenfeldt moved to Sturgeon Bay fulltime about 20 years ago, but has been spending part of every
summer here for his entire life. His family has property on Lily Bay, where his father, Dr. John Groenfeldt, a
third-generation Moravian minister, built several rental cottages, the last two with his sons. Tom is a
journalist, currently writing about finance and technology for Forbes and The Financial Revolutionist. He
spent two summers working at the Resorter Reporter where his bikini covers are still fondly remembered.
Occasionally he writes for Peninsula Pulse and Insight on Business. He is married to Keli Izyk, an RN whose
mother, Jackie, launched hospice in Door County. He has exhibited his photographs at Base Camp, Door
Peninsula Winery, TAP, and more.

DCHS Board of Directors Re-Election: Renee McAllistar
Renee McAllister grew up in Brussels and then moved to Sturgeon Bay after marrying husband,
Willie. Together they have three children. She grew up working on a farm and using machinery. To her she
enjoys sharing the past history of the area and is involved in many nonprofit organizations. Both she and her
husband have strong ties to the area.

DCHS Board of Directors Re-Election: Mark Stephenson
Mark Stephenson was born, raised, and has lived most of his life in Door County. He is a lactose-intolerant
former dairy farmer who also spent about 30 years working in various manufacturing roles until his
retirement from NEW Industries in February 2021. He and his wife, Mary, reside in Sevastopol on the farm
that was homesteaded by his ancestors in 1855. Mark is looking forward to contributing to the Door County
Historical Society and learning more about the history of Door County.

DCHS Board of Directors Re-Election: Mary Stephenson
Mary Stephenson grew up in Hotel Carmen, a hotel at the corner of Third and Jefferson in Sturgeon Bay. In
the early 1970s, Mary moved to Madison to attend UW-Madison, but Sturgeon Bay always called her back.
Mary worked in education and technology and is now enjoying retirement. She and Mark Stephenson have
one daughter, Carmen, who lives in Denmark—the country, not the city. Mark and Mary live on a farm just
north of Sturgeon Bay with Smokey the cat and Rosie the parti-poodle. Mary and Mark have been members
of the Door County Historical Society for a few years and look forward to being more involved.
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Along with 10 incumbent directors, one member has offered to serve a 2-year term on the Board of Directors.
Directors will be elected at the Society’s annual meeting on November 28, 2022.

DCHS Board of Directors Nomination: Keith Nerby
Keith Nerby currently serves as principal of Sturgeon Bay High School in
Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin. He leads a staff of more than 50 teachers, aides,
administrative assistants, and support staff, along with a student population
of over 400 high school students. In this position, he oversees the
curriculum, professional development, AP course offerings, financial aspect,
and student body to create a culture that emphasizes high standards and
college and career-ready students.
Prior to serving in the this role, Keith was the principal Sun Prairie High
School in Sun Prairie, Wisconsin, where he led a staff of over 200 with a
student population over 1,800. While in Sun Prairie, he increased academic
rigor and student engagement during each year.
Keith offers a wide range of administrative and leadership experiences. He
holds a superintendent license and will be receiving his PhD by the end of
2022.
Originally from Dousman, Wisconsin, Keith now lives in Sturgeon Bay with his wife, Angela and their three
children: Silas, Ella, and Ainslee.

Thank you, 2022 Program Sponsors!
As the calendar year draws to a close, we want to thank our sponsors of our 2022 events and efforts. Please
make a note of the organizations that support DCHS and thank them when you have the opportunity.

Culver’s

Sonny’s

Door County Ice Cream Factory

Tadych’s Marketplace Foods

Flanigan Distributing

Target

Kay Distributing

Triangle Distributing

Nicolet Bank

Walmart

Quantum PC Services

106.9 The Lodge/Rewind 97.7

We apologize for any inadvertent omissions. If you are interested in sponsoring the Door County Historical Society,
please email office@doorcountyhistoricalsociety.org or call 920-421-2332.
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November Dinner Program Reservation
(and Annual Membership Meeting)
DEADLINE: November 21st
Corey Geiger, international agricultural journalist, pairs his rural roots and lively
storytelling talents to capture six generations of local tales. On a Wisconsin Family
Farm flings the barn doors wide open to a cast of characters that built America's
Dairyland. A maternal maverick, Anna Satorie, went against cultural norms and
became the sole owner of her family's homestead in 1905. The next year, Anna
married John Burich, and the couple went about building a thrifty family farm.
Pioneer life was fraught with trials and tribulations as polio and tuberculosis
claimed loved ones and the fabricated death of a bootlegging brother turned
gangsters away from the farm. Neighbors pitched in as members of the immigrant
class aided one another to construct farmsteads and support one another through
unsanctioned bank loans, daring dynamite work and barn raisings. Leaving work
aside, this community also threw parties met by the rooster's early-dawn crow.
DATE & TIME: Monday, November 28th
Please plan to arrive early to check in; 5:00pm doors open, 5:15pm Annual
Membership meeting, 6:00pm dinner, 7:00pm program
MENU: Scaturo’s: Lemon Pepper Chicken, Mashed Potatoes, Stuffed Florentine Pasta, Garden Salad, Brownie
Cookie, Beverages
LOCATION: Prince of Peace Church, 1756 Michigan St., Sturgeon Bay
PROGRAM: Corey Geiger presents: On a Wisconsin Family Farm – Historic Tales of Character, Community
and Culture

Registration From for November 28 Program: Corey Geiger: On a Wisconsin Family Farm
MEMBER NAME(S) _________________________________________________________________________
PHONE ____________________________ EMAIL ________________________________________________
Members Attending _____ X $25.00 = $________
Guests Attending _____ X $30.00 = $________
GUEST NAMES_____________________________________________________________________________
Dinner Program Reservation Total =

$________

Annual Membership Dues =

$________

Grand Total =

$________

RETURN FORM WITH CHECKS MADE PAYABLE TO:
DOOR COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 71, STURGEON BAY, WI 54235-0071
6

Membership, Donation, and
Volunteer Interest Form
I am committed to keep history alive for future generations through the collection, preservation and sharing
of Door County heritage.
Name (s): ________________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________________________________________________________
State, Zip: ________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: _______________________________ Email: _____________________________________________
____ Please send my newsletter by email only
Membership Levels
Individual ($35)
(1 adult)

Couple ($50)
(2 adults)

Family ($75)
(2 adults & 2 kids under 17)

Corporate/Organization ($100)
($50 sponsorship, 4 passes to Eagle Bluff & Heritage Village)

Sustaining ($100)
(2 adults & $50 program sponsor)

Nonprofit Organization ($35)
Individual Life Membership ($600)
($300 is placed in the Endowment Fund, $300 for operations. Also includes 4 guest passes/year.)

Donation I’d like to make an additional donation to DCHS $_____________
I’m interested in volunteering. Please contact me!

The Door County Historical Society is a 501(c)(3)
charitable organization; your gifts are tax deductible!
PO Box 71, Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
(920) 421-2332
doorcountyhistory@gmail.com
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Upcoming Programs
Program/Event Title

Presenter

Program Date & Time

Location

On A Wisconsin Family Farm

Corey Geiger

November 28th @ 6pm

Prince of Peace Church
1756 Michigan St.
Sturgeon Bay

This is our Annual
Membership meeting!
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Membership meeting
starts at 5:15pm

